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Islamic propagation had been introduced in the Indonesian Archipelago with peaceful methods and not through the war expeditions as in the other parts of the world as in Central Asia and Spain.  For the first time Islam came to Indonesia through the international traders who directly came from Arabia or from Persia through Gujrat India, as Maulana Malik Ibrahim Kashani. There were such missionaries from China also as Prof. Dr. Slamat Santosa mentions about Sunan Gresik who came to Java for the propagation of Islam here from China. He is one of the Nine Sufi Saints (Wali Songo) of Java from China. Another Sufi Saint Sunan Bonang is also considered from China.


In the modern times Islamic propagation is presented through many modern ways. Muhammadiyah movement was established in 1912 by a religious clerk K. H. Ahmad Dahlan. He was actually from the religious class of the Javanese royal family in Yogyakarta City. He studied in Macca and returned to Indonesia and established Muhammadiyah Educational and Propagation Movement with the purpose to introduce the good manners and to prohibit the evils, and to drag the society towards the Qur’anic education and Prophet’s sayings perfectly.

Another Islamic propagation movement is NU (Nadhlatul Ulama) which was established by a religious leader K.H. Hasyim Asyari in 1926. The NU Movement used the popular method of propagation of Islam as it was generally accepted and practiced in Indonesia since the arrival of Islam. In general the Movement of NU is the product of the intellectual and political ideas of a religious clerk  Wahab Hasbullah in Indonesia, he was the first Central leader of this movement, and K.H. Hasyim Asyari was the first  Head Advisers of this movement.

Islamic movements which appeared at the end of the 20th century are “Gerakan Tarbiyah” (Movement of Education) and “Hizbu-Tahrir” (Movement of Liberation). Tarbiyah Movement is mainly influenced by the thinking of the Egyptian reformer  thinker Hasan al-Banna. This movement spread into in Indonesia in the period of 1980’s through the literatures of the Ikhwan Al-Muslimin Movement (Movement of Muslim Brotherhood) or through the Indonesia students who returned from the Middle East after completing their studies. On the other hand Hizbu-Tahrir movement which intends to create Islamic republic ‘Khilafah’, entered into Indonesia through a Lebanese scholar who lives in Australia. He came to Indonesia by the invitation of a religious leader of Indonesia from the city of Bogor.

