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As a new comer or bluntly imported religion to Southeast Asia, Islam from the very beginning has striven to make its presence acceptable and natural. From winning the ruling class to the Sufi gradualism, early Muslims of diverse shades contributed to the spread of Islamic messages and spirit in the region.

In modern time of nation-state, Muslims in Southeast Asia were divided territorially according to new paradigm, mainly colonial legacy of political control and economic monopoly. As a result, for example, Brunei which was a great Muslim sultanate in the 16th-17th centuries found itself a tiny modern state when declared independent in 1984. On the other hand fragmented polities in what is eventually known as Indonesia today inherited vast territories from its colonial masters after the Pacific War. What does this change lead to, seen in the perspective of Islamic movement?

Brunei has enjoyed centralization of its administration of Islamic affairs; whereas Indonesia sees colorful shades and diverse players in making Islam a reality for many. By taking examples and addressing a few cases from these two countries, this paper will illustrate the continuing and latent patterns of bringing Islamic messages to the population and at the same time discover new patterns and dynamism of the da`wa movement in the region.

