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Malaysia, a nation of diverse ethnics, religions and cultures possesses many interesting features in many aspects of Malaysian modern history. This perhaps includes the nature of Islamic dakwah movements prevailing in the country. Today, Malaysia with an approximate total population of 25 million, 60% are Muslims with the rest being Buddhists, Christians, Hindus, Sikhs, Bahais, Animists and others. While Islam is made the official religion of the State, but the other religions are allowed to flourish, and generally each religion is closely knit to ethnicity for example Malays are predominantly Muslims, Indians are Hindus and Chinese are Buddhists, Sikhs are Sikhism and Animists are the indigenes of Malaysia. In this respect, as also true in other non-Muslim religions, Islam has been part of  Malay identity ever since, shaping the Malay psyche, outlook, culture and institutions, and it continues to influence the socio-political and economic development of the country. Thus, the issue of  religion or religiosity in Malaysia  is very much  linked with ethnicity, racial identity and politics.
 It is in this context that the Islamic dakwah movement in Malaysia is examined. The paper comprises of three parts, namely: the first part deals with the role of Islam and Islamic dakwah in the struggle for independence in 1957, second part will deal with the role of Islam in realizing a progressive, modern multi-racial Malaysia through a series of new socio-economic policy and the third part deals with the strategic approach of dakwah after the 9/11, 2001 incident.
Who are the key players in the Islamic dakwah movement? Again this offers a very interesting feature. Besides from the usual non-governmental organizations, concerned individuals and others,  the State authority, both at Federal and provincial levels took assertive initiatives in running the dakwah program and activities, of course they have become  part and parcel a national or state policy. The implementation of these programs and activities is of course  is not without strong criticisms especially coming from the non-Muslim community and even perhaps , of late from the Muslims themselves especially those who affiliate to opposition political party who view the government’s dakwah projects are merely “promotional”  rather than substantive in nature.

As a matter of coherency, throughout the deliberation of the paper, the role of the government will not be eschewed be it as a regulatory body or as implementer of the Islamic dakwah movement. Islam is a missionary (dakwah) religion by nature, and  in the Malaysian context, the dakwah movement and activities  had played and they continue to play an important role in shaping  this multi-religious country as what it is today and also its  future in all aspects of life. 

