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fy the absolute ann1h1lat1on of humankind, the collapse of c1V1l1zat1ons and
Violenq'e h al ]brleads the seeds' of enmlty and hate. At such a time, our need for a sturdy moral
and ethmall l#j bdne which will estabhsh tolerance and compassion among all humanity is -
1mmeasufabrl Remarkably, we can f1nd ]ust such a common inspiration, capable of brlngmg forth

humahlty s ﬁq 1¢lé the perfection of the human const1tut10n and its basic spiritual beauty, among the ' i :

pr1mary 'soqr‘ |els of our tradition.
(I (|

sdmn and tolerance, wh1ch can produce universal peace, have always been essential
pr1n plés t l‘dughout the Islamic world and in Islamic myst1c1sm in particular. In as much as this

is one oft rlruaal'aSSets of the single Creator s work of creation, love for all creatures and the ability
cr

to VrelwI all tures through this love is a necessary aspect of love for Justice and God himself. This

ph1losdp hpe'ved its most thorough expressmn in the lives of Anatolian sufis such as Yunus Emre,

Ashﬂ( P s Had i Bektash -i Veli and, above all, Mavlana Rumi. According to his own words,

Mavla i cqniered, a,language above all languages, a common language of humamty, and spoke in

th1s'lelng1|1 ge ]ust l1ke a compass equipped with one fixed arm and one moving arm, he was a

‘unique ‘pl Iuce of hls OWn culture, yet he also managed to become an important ph1losopher-poet

and ih st |Wl|ho 'succeeded in addressing and embracing seventy -two different peoples. Mavlana's

8] 1rit‘u 11 mm'lGSCGnce encompassed a geographical area whose borders cannot be determined, and

| thé l1g |d>l h1s cdm assmn is still capable of illuminating this way to contemporary humankind.

.' fToday el aVé the opportumty both to understand him and the pro]ect1ons of his thought, and to -

l-’ evaluzl qlm for the Well -being and happiness of all humamty \ -
Th|e goal of th1s qonference is to put forward Mavlana's thinking, which develops along the axes of

dmpals;mpn and tolerance and to apply its contemporary implications for the benefit of all humanity.

. y d01rl|§ S0, we hopeltolcontnbute to the formation of a new climate of compass1on for humankmd in
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